SAINT JOHN’'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
SANKT JOHANNES GEMEINDE
EGLISE LUTHERIENNE ST-JEAN

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
February 18, 2024

PASTOR: Katherine Gohm
INTERIM ORGANIST: Esther-Ruth Teel

We acknowledge that St. John’s Lutheran Church is situated on unceded
Indigenous land that was never surrendered by treaty or agreement. We recognize
that the Kanien keha:ka (commonly known as the Mohawk), a nation of of the
Haudenosaunee Confederacy (commonly known as Iroquois), are the custodians of
Tiohtia:ke (the Island of Montreal), which is a traditional meeting place between
peoples including the Anishinaabe (commonly known as Algonquin), Abenaki and
the Huron-Wendat. As a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Canada (ELCIC) and in agreement with its official policies, our church is
committed to participating in an ongoing process of finding truth and
reconciliation.



GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE
Esther-Ruth Teel
Please stand

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God,
who writes the law on our hearts,

who draws all people together through Jesus.
Amen.

Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin
in the presence of God and of one another.

Holy God,

we confess that we are caught in snares of sin
and cannot break free.

We hoard resources while our neighbors

are hungry and cold.

We speak in ways that silence others.

We are silent when we should speak up.

We keep score in our hearts.

We let hurts grow into hatred.

For all these things and for sins only you know,
forgive us, Lord.

Amen.

Here is a flood of grace:

Out of love for the whole world,

God draws near to us,

breaks every snare of sin,

washes away our wrongs,

and restores the promise of life through + Jesus Christ.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery (ELW 334)
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One of the following may be sung as a final stanza at the appropriate time.

General

Light of life beyond conceiving,
mighty Spirit of our Lord;

give new strength to our believing,
give us faith to live your word

Lent 1

From the dawning of creation

you have loved us as your own;
stay with us through all temptation,
make us turn to you alone.

Lent 2

In our call to be a blessing,
may we be a blessing true;
may we live and die confessing
Christ as Lord of all we do.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Lent 3

Living Water of salvation,

be the fountain of each soul;
springing up in new creation,
flow in us and make us whole.

Lent 4

Give us eyes to see you clearly;
make us children of your light.
Give us hearts to live more nearly
as your gospel shining bright.

Lent 5

God of all our fear and sorrow,

God who lives beyond our death,
hold us close through each tomorrow,
love as near as every breath.




GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE (ELW p. 98)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, and in
the wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift
of baptism. May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have no
power over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Genesis 9:8-17
A reading from Genesis.

®God said to Noah and to his sons with him, °“As for me, I am establishing my
covenant with you and your descendants after you, ‘?and with every living creature
that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with
you, as many as came out of the ark. *'I establish my covenant with you, that never
again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there
be a flood to destroy the earth.” **God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I
make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future
generations: *°I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the



covenant between me and the earth. **When | bring clouds over the earth and the
bow is seen in the clouds, *°I will remember my covenant that is between me and
you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become
a flood to destroy all flesh. *°*When the bow is in the clouds, | will see it and
remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all
flesh that is on the earth.” *’God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that
I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God

PSALM: 25:1-10
‘To you, O LoRbD,
| lift ' up my soul.
’My God, | put my trust in you; let me not be ! put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph ! over me.
°Let none who look to you be ! put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous.
“Show me your | ways, O LORD,
and teach | me your paths.
°Lead me in your ! truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have | trusted all | the day long.
*Remember, O LORD, your compas- | sion and love,
for they are from ! everlasting.
"Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good- !
ness, O LORD.
®You are gracious and up- ! right, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners | in your way.
°You lead the low- | ly in justice
and teach the low- | ly your way.
°All your paths, O LoRb, are steadfast | love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your ! testimonies.

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:18-22
A reading from 1 Peter.

“Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in
order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the
spirit, ’in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison,
“‘who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of



Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were
saved through water. “*And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as
a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience,
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, ““who has gone into heaven and is at the
right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION P. 102
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GOSPEL: Mark 1:9-15
The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

°In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in

the Jordan. ‘°And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens

torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. **And a voice came from
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”

?And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. **He was in the
wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the
angels waited on him.

“Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good
news of God, "and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has
come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”

The gospel of the Lord.



Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
SERMON Katherine Gohm

Please stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY O Lord, throughout These Forty Days (ELW 319)
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Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838-1898; para. Gilbert E. Doan Jr., b. 1930

Music: CONSOLATION, A. Davisson, Kentucky Harmony, 1816
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

CREED (p. 105)
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;



he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the
well-being of creation, and a world in need.

God our truth, the ark of your church has room for many expressions of faith. We
give thanks for voices that challenge and awaken your people. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God our maker, you remember your covenant with the earth and its inhabitants.
Rescue communities and creatures hurting from natural disasters. Preserve species
and habitats endangered by human carelessness and disregard. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God our light, you know our weakness. Free all who govern from the temptations
of power. Sustain all who work for human rights in every Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God our help, you care for your beloved children. Comfort all who are grieving, ill,
afraid, in pain, or in despair. Feed hungry people living in food deserts. Protect any
at risk from exploitation and abuse. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God our home, you gather your people. Grant us health and safety as we assemble.
Keep us mindful of any who are homebound, hospitalized, convalescing, or
traveling. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God our hope, you promise eternal life to your beloved children. We remember
with gratitude those who have lived and died in faith. Grant that we may also dwell
with you in everlasting peace. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.



PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Share a gesture of peace with one another as you are comfortable.

Please be seated.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING

Ways to give an offering are at the end of this worship guide.

OFFERTORY

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Jesus, you are the bread of life

and the host of this meal.

Bless these gifts that we have gathered
that all people may know your goodness.
Feed us not only with this holy food

but with hunger for justice and peace.
We pray this in your name.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING (p. 107)

10
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

11
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

12

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness

to the land of milk and honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,



and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup

we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is 1is - en. Christ will come a - gain.

O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us

and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.

Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.

Send us forth,

burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,

with sun and moon and stars,

we praise you, O God,

blessed and holy Trinity,

now and forever.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
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COMMUNION

Bread for the journey.
A feast for hungry hearts. Come!

14



LAMB OF GOD Please be seated p. 112
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To receive the elements, please come up the left-hand aisle to the altar and
return to your seat on the right. Grape juice is also available in pre-poured
glasses.
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Please stand.

Generous God,

at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace.
As grains of wheat are gathered into one bread,

now make us one loaf to feed the world:;

in the name of Jesus, the Bread of life.

Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
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BLESSING

Beloved,

we are God’s own people,
holy, washed, renewed.

God bless you and keep you,
shower you with mercy,

fill you with courage,

and + give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer (ELW 618)

2 . 5 ] ———=
&) e |
J ¢ S— | |
1 Guideme ev - er, great Re - deem-er, pil - grim through this
2 O - pen now the crys - tal  foun-tain where the  heal - ing
3 When I tread the verge of Jor-dan, bid my anx - ious
= — . 5 — | —
@Fr—i i ! | | o o q_i_r s —
g 1 » . »- — I 1 '
bar - ren land. I am weak, but you are might-y; hold me
wa - ters flow; let the fire and cloud -y pil - lar lead me

fears sub - side; death of death and hell’s de - struc - tion, land me

0 u . .

L Fe E— 1 Y ;
& s o o e T —

J 4 T [ f T
with your pow’r - ful hand. Bread of heav - en, bread of heav - en,
all my jour - ney through. Strong de - liv - rer, strong de - liv - 'rer,
safe on Ca - naan’s side. Songs and prais - es, songs and prais - es

e 5 — ]

7 4 [ [ s - | P—1 &  —

J —T ' h—
feed me now and ev - er - more, feed me now and ev - er - more.
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Text: William Williams, 1717-1791; tr. William Williams and Peter Williams, 1722-1796, alt.
Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share your bread.
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Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE Pari Intervallo by Arvo Part Esther-Ruth Teel

Thank you for worshipping with us!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Exciting News: We are welcoming a new secretary this week. Kate Hortop will be joining us as
of this week. Her office hours will be held on Wednesdays and Fridays from 8-12.

Karla is stepping down from her work at St John’s. Thank you to everyone for making St John’s
a great place to work!

Our heartfelt congratulations and well-wishes for Anna Naujokas who turned 102 this year!
Happy Birthday, Anna!

Join us every Wednesday in Lent for Contemplative Worship and Reflection. Beginning
February 21, 7pm in the sanctuary. Please note: Wednesdays in Lent are in person only.

TODAY singing the Psalms during the season of Lent, we will be starting a practice of singing
the psalms. If you are interested in sing as a cantor, or just want a primer on how to sing the
psalms, stay after the service, for a little psalm workshop with Esther-Ruth. No experience
necessary, this will be informal and beginner friendly.

HOLY WEEK at ST JOHN’S

. Palm Sunday, March 24 German/English, 11am
o Annual General Meeting following the service
Maundy Thursday, March 28, English, 7pm
Good Friday, March 29: German/English 11am
Holy Saturday Easter Vigil, March 30, English, 8pm
Easter Sunday, March 31 German/English, 11am

To be in touch with Pastor Katherine: Please phone 514-844-6297 or email:
pastor@SaintJohnsLutheranMontreal.org Regular office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays
10am-2pm.

We are thankful for your donations! Donations in person are welcome as well as:
e Cheque, payable to St John’s Lutheran
e CanadaHelps www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/119180826 RR0001-st-johns-lutheran-church/
o Interac transfer: secretary@saintjohnslutheranmontreal.org

3594, rue Jeanne-Mance Montréal QC H2X 2K3 514-844-6297
secretary@saintjohnslutheranmontreal.org
www.saintjohnslutheranmontreal.org
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St Johns is a member of the Eastern Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada (ELCIC) www.elcic.ca
Worship material is from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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